OPEN SOURCE SOFTWARE – CHECK LIST 
Alla on kuvattu lyhyesti eräitä seikkoja, jotka ainakin tulee ottaa huomioon, jos yritys käyttää tai aikoo käyttää toiminnassaan avoimen lähdekoodin ohjelmistoja.  
HUOM.! Tämä listaus avoimen lähdekoodin asioista ei ole kattava ja se ei yksinään ole riittävä dokumentti/muistilista liiketoiminnan suunnitteluun, eikä se sovellu käytettäväksi käytännön tilanteisiin ilman sopimusjuridisen asiantuntijan tarkistusta ja neuvoja. 
			

OPEN SOURCE SOFTWARE – CHECK LIST 
1. Prior internal permission. All use of open source software should require a prior internal permission.  Also all preliminary actions or design intentions to use open source software, shall be reported early to CIO or other management.  
 
2.  Ownership of source code. It should be remembered that some other party is still the owner of copyright of the source code. This other party has defined the license terms of use of the respective open source software. These license terms should be carefully examined before any open source software code is included into company’s products. The procedure should be similar than any use of standard commercial software.   

3. Purpose of use: product development or deliverable product. In the event open source software is mainly used for product development purposes less restrictions usually apply to such use.  In the event open source software product is delivered or otherwise distributed further to company’s clients, strict control of use is needed.  

4. License type: protective (copyleft) or non-protective (permissive). Open source software that is licensed under protective license (such as GPL) shall require thorough examinations of the license terms. In the event this license evaluation is not properly executed major risks of the distribution may materialize. The use of open source software that is licensed under non-protective license (such as BSD or MIT) has much less risks.

5. Documenting. All use of open source software should be documented. This itemized documentation should include at least the following information: name of the open source software, version, date of first use, license terms and a list of all company products including open source software. 
